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GREETINGS FROM THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF TAREE 
 

 

 
 

BRIEF HISTORY 
 
Situated on the banks of the magnificent Manning River Taree is one of the oldest 
parishes in the Diocese of Newcastle. The first Anglican (Church of England) Service 
in the Manning Valley was held in Taree on 3rd September 1845. It was conducted by 
the Reverend William Macquarie Cowper, who was the first Chaplain to the 
Australian Agricultural Company at St John’s Stroud. During the intervening 170 
years we have had only eight Rectors!!! 

 
OUR PARISH PROFILE  
Our current Parish Roll lists approximately 240 names. Many are over 65 years of 
age, however, there is also a small number of younger families. We have, in round 
numbers, 90 sets of envelopes currently being used. Other parishioners use open plate 
or direct credit giving. 
 
Our Sunday worship service at present are: 
 (7.30am St Mark’s Chapel at Storm Village- non active at present) 
 8.00am  St John’s Taree – Sung Eucharist with Choir 
 10.00am Old Bar – held in Our Lady of Fatima Roman Catholic Church 
 (5.00pm St John’s – Informal Family Service-inactive since February 2016) 
 
A mid-week Service is held on Wednesday at 10.00am at St John’s, and during Lent 
there is an additional Service at 6.00pm. 
 
Our worship style is traditional Prayer Book Anglican Worship, with the exception of 
the 5.00pm Service which is a contemporary service with Holy Communion, 
developed particularly for children and their families. This service has a 
predominance of Australian Chinese children and parents. 
 
Liturgical Assistants assist and Servers. There is a roster of lay people that assist with 
readings. 
 



 

We have three Organists and use the Dudman Mass, the Newcastle Mass and the 
Shalom Setting at the St John’s Eucharists. 
 
There is a very strong support for Missions in all centres within the Parish. 
 
 
LOCAL FACILITIES AND INSTITUTIONS 
 
The population of Greater Taree City is approx 48,940. This includes the two main 
centres of Taree and Wingham. The balance of the population is located in the coastal 
townships of Old Bar, Harrington, Hallidays Point, Crowdy Head, Redhead, Wallabi 
Point, several inland villages, a number of rural residential estates and surrounding 
rural areas. 
Greater Taree City is 3,753 sq km in area. 
The Anglican Church is proud to be associated with two fine organisations –  

• Manning Valley Anglican College – K to Y12, and 
• Anglican Care Aged Care facilities, Storm Retirement Village at Chatham –

Low care, High care, Dementia specific care and Self-Care Villas, and 
• Bishop Tyrell Place at Cundletown catering for both Low Care and High Care 

residents. 
•  

 
 

 
 
Primary Schools – Taree, Taree West,  Chatham, Cundletown, Old Bar, Taree  
Christian College, St Joseph’s Catholic School, Manning Valley Anglican College. 
 



 

High Schools – Taree, Chatham, Taree Christian College, St Clare’s Catholic High 
School, Manning Valley Anglican College. 
 
Taree is also serviced with a TAFE college and Manning Entertainment Centre. 
       
Sporting Facilites  
Cricket Clubs, 
Taree Aquatic Club, 
Taree RSL & Golf Club 
(Known as Club Taree) 
 
  

 

Bowling Clubs, Tennis, 
Surf Clubs, Croquet 
Club plus others. 

 
Medical 
Manning Rural Referral Hospital and Mayo Private Hospital together with multiple 
Medical specialists and X-Ray and Diagnostic facilities. 
 
OUR PARISH GROUPS 
Resource Committee  ) 
Ministry Group  ) Parish Council 
Anglican Men’s Group 
Mothers’ Union 
Choir 
Study Groups 
Servers 
All ladies belong to Anglican Women 
 
Anglican Blue Cross Shop – (St John’s Church with its large blue cross atop the 
tower is affectionately known in Taree as the ‘Blue Cross Church’ hence the name of 
the Op Shop). 
Our Op Shop developed from a group formed in 1969 that held a monthly market in 
St John’s Memorial Hall. In 2006 after much deliberation and consultation it was 
agreed that we should commence a retail outlet that could consistently support those 
in need in the Community. The Op Shop operates Monday to Friday 9am – 4pm and 
Saturday 9am – 12noon. In separate premises there is a group of very dedicated 
volunteers that sort the huge amount donations received in preparation for delivery to 
the shop. The shop has been an outstanding success and has provided the Parish with 
the financial resources to support various local, overseas and international charities. 
As an example, during 2014 and 2015 we have provided the financial resource for the 
Parish of Christ the King in the (slum) City of God in Rio de  Janeiro to engage an 
administrator/caretaker to enable that Church to continue its activities and support for 
the people of  that Community. 
 
Emergency Relief Service – About eight years ago we established the Emergency 
Relief Service to assist those in need in the Community with the provision of food, 
basic essentials for personal health, and clothing (if requested, provided by the Op 
Shop).  Members of the Parish Family donate the food and other items, together with 
those who choose a monetary donation to assist with additional purchases. The 



 

service operates from the St John’s Memorial Hall each Wednesday from 11am – 
1pm. A team of volunteers, trained by Samaritans, operate the service and receive 
their reward in observing the gratitude of those who come seeking assistance. 
 
PARISH FINANCES 
A copy of the 2016  Financial Statements is attached. The Parish is debt free.  
We are very fortunate to have been the beneficiary of the Estate of the late Beatrice 
Selina Latham. The Latham Estate Trust currently amounts to $750,000. There are 
limitations on the purposes for which these funds can be utilised – they are to be used 
solely for the maintenance, repair and renovation of St John’s Church. The Trust is 
administered by a local Trustee and Perpetual  (Trust Company). 
 
All Church plant is in good repair and condition.  
 

 
 
THE RECTORY 
The Rectory is a beautiful Federation style, older brick building adjacent to the 
Church. It has four bedrooms, two with an ensuite, lounge, dining room, family room, 
study, kitchen and main bathroom. The front verandah has glorious views of the 
Manning River. 
It has been renovated both inside and outside. 
 
STATISTICS FOR 2015/2016 
Population within the Parish boundary  20,000 approximately 
     (includes Taree, Chatham, Cundletown, 
       Old Bar, Wallabi Point) 
     2016   2015 
Baptisms                                                 32                                 50  
Marriages                                           3                                   8 
Funerals                               30                                41 
Confirmations                                 0                                  9 
Acts of Communion                         4512                         12,395 
Average Sunday attendances       57                148 
 

                               

  
  
  
  



 

 
       
 
 
THE CHALLENGES AHEAD OF US  
Taree Parish has for a very long time had an Assistant Priest. Currently because of the 
reduced numbers of active members we are not financially ably to afford this very 
necessary resource. However, we are blessed to have had the services of the Reverend 
Helen Holliday, a Priest in Local Mission, for the past six years. 
Our greater challenge is to encourage the ‘lost generation’ (those aged between 45 
and 60 years) to find a spiritual home, friendships and activities suited to their needs 
within our Church Community, and to find ways to involve young families in our 
community. 
 
OUR SPIRITUAL FUTURE 
In outlining our future needs, we would suggest: 

• Our greatest need is for leadership with strength, energy, creative and 
innovative thinking, embracing the gifts of communication and delegation. 

• Outreach, especially to younger people and to accommodation the needs and 
interests of the 45 plus age groups in the community. 

• Encouraging participation – both by those currently active and those with 
untapped gifts, we wish to foster commitment by involvement. 

• Shared responsibility and delegation are integral to all facets of ministry for 
the fulfilment of the ministries of every member of the Church Community. 

• Prayerfulness and being biblically focussed are essential elements in the 
development and promotion of all our activities. 

 
 
THE FUTURE WITH OUR NEW RECTOR 
We wish to make welcome a Pastor who will become our teacher, guide, 
companion and friend on our unceasing spiritual journey of worship, praise, 
learning, care and outreach. 
  
Thank you for taking the time to consider our Parish, its future and its 
spiritual needs. 
 

 


